Parable of the
Lost Sheep

PARABLE POINT God Cares for Us CRo2
Luke 15:3-7

In this lesson you'll help your preschoolers discover that God loves and cares for them as

together you explore the parable of the lost sheep.

A Message From Mary
Wow! [s there anything more important than helping Children discover that God loves them? That's the
point you'll make with this lesson. God loves each child in your care. And God will 90 {0 any length {0
reach each Child.

When [ wrofe the song you'll sing today, [ was thinking about what a poor shepherd 'd be. Give me @ hun-
dred sheep {0 wafch and [ doubd I'd nofice i one Came Lp missing. [ Can’t tell one sheep Erom another.
But this shepherd could fell. And he was defermined {o &ind that one lost sheep and bring i back fo
the €old. s easy o love a shepherd like that, isn’t i4?

God bless you Cor fhe hugs you give, the snacks you serve, and the songs you sing. Your kindness and
smiles communicate {o your Children the love o€ the best shepherd of all—desus!

Supply List

For Extra Fun!

U Bible U animal crackers c000000000000es
Q CD player 0 napkins (?uddles is the Perfect
little lamb for this
Q Simple Stories Jesus Told CD U one 4x6 index card per child lesson. Ask about
Cuddles at your favorite
(track 1) O markers or crayons

Christian supplier, or

( lamb or sheep puppet or plush toy U disposable cups of water order him at

Q cotton balls 1 100 pennies in a clear plastic jar
 small, empty cardboard box Q clear tape
[ 1 plastic spoon per child
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Welcoming Activity: Where Is the Penny?

Before children arrive, place ninety-nine pennies in a clear plastic jar. Put a lid

on the jar and secure it so little hands can’t reach the pennies—they’re a choking
For Extra Fun! hazard. Tape one shiny penny to the bottom of one of your shoes with clear tape.

¢ecccccccccccce After you've warmly greeted preschoolers, hold up your penny jar and ask:
It's unlikely children

will find the penny
without your help. If It’s a big number. I have ninety-nine pennies in my jar, but I'm supposed to

Can you guess how many pennies I have in my jar? Affirm all guesses, then say:

you have time, turn have one hundred pennies here. One of my pennies is lost. Would you help
this into a game by
telling children you
know where the

penny is and that if where. Then call the children back together and say: We looked everywhere, didn’t

me find it? I don’t want it to feel lost and alone!

With the children, search the room. Check under chairs, on the floor, every-

they get close to it, we? I guess my poor penny is lost. But wait—I know somewhere we didn’t
you'll tell them they’re

“warm.” Help chil-
dren discover where a shoe!
the penny is hiding! As children check shoe bottoms, let them discover that the penny is on your

look! We didn’t look at the bottoms of our shoes! Maybe my penny is stuck on

shoe sole. Take the penny off, place it in the jar, and again attach the jar’s lid
securely. Say: Thank you for your help! Now I have one hundred pennies
again. All my pennies are safe here in my penny jar. Ask:

* Why do you think I care about one penny when I have ninety-nine safe

in the bank?

e If I were a teacher with one hundred children, do you think I’d care if

one child were lost?

Let children answer and then say: Of course I would! Why do you think it
would matter to me so much if you were lost? Allow time for response.

Today ’'m going to tell you a parable—a story that Jesus told to help people
understand what God is like. God is like a shepherd who takes care of his sheep.

Good shepherds always know how many sheep they have. They know
when one of their little sheep gets lost or hurt. And good shepherds take care
of their sheep.

I'd like to tell you the story Jesus told—and I’'ve brought a helper: Shelly
Sheepshanks. Bring out the lamb puppet or plush toy. Shelly is a lamb. Tell
Shelly “hello.” Allow time for children to respond, and have Shelly enthusiasti-
cally wave, nod her head, or respond to the children in another way as you say in
a slightly affected voice, “Hi, kids! Good to see you! Let’s hear that story about
shepherds and sheep!”
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Parable Discovery:
Parable of the Lost Sheep ©

Sit in a chair and gather children in front of you. Set your puppet or stuffed ﬂ
lamb on your lap. Show children your open Bible. Say: Jesus first told this story,
and it’s in our Bibles in the book of Luke.

Use the following script to tell the parable.

Teacher: This story is about shepherds and sheep. How many of you have
ever seen a real sheep? Raise your hands.

Shelly: Hey—/'m a real sheep!

Teacher: You're a real pretend sheep. | mean a real sheep that has a thick,
pretty coat.

Shelly: / have a thick, pretty coat!

Teacher: | mean a sheep that has a cute little tail that wags.

Shelly: / have a cute little tail that wags!

Teacher: | mean a sheep that eats grass for lunch.

Shelly: (Pausing) You're right: I'm not a real sheep. | like pizza for lunch!

Teacher: This little sheep lived with ninety-nine friends. And there was one
shepherd who took care of all of them.

Shelly: Did the shepherd tuck them in at night?

Teacher: The shepherd did even more than that. He helped them find food
to eat and water to drink. He kept them from getting lost. He took
care of them if scary, wild animals got too close. He was a good
friend to all the sheep.

Shelly: What a nice guy!

Teacher: That’s right. One time, when it was late at night and the shepherd
was putting his sheep to sleep, he found that one little lamb was
missing. So you know what he did?

Shelly: He said, “Bye-bye, little lost lamb! I'm staying here with the other
ninety-nine sheep who aren’t out sheep-walking.”

Teacher: No! He said, “I can’t sleep a wink until | find my sheep.” So he got
up and looked for his sheep. Children, help let’s help the shepherd

Parable of the Lost Sheep



look. He looked high... (Shield your eyes and look up.) He looked
low... (Shield your eyes and look down.) He looked far... (Shield your
eyes and look out into the distance.) And he looked near... (Look at
the ground.) And finally he found his little lost sheep.

Shelly: Did he get angry at the sheep?

Teacher: Not at all. He said, “I've found my sheep! I'm so happy!” He put
the sheep on his shoulders and carried the sheep all the way
home. He called his friends and neighbors and said, “Let’s have a

party! | found my lost sheep!”
Shelly: What a great shepherd! But | have a question.
Teacher: What'’s that?
Shelly: Why did Jesus tell that story? To remind us sheep not to get lost?

Teacher: It's always good to not run away and get lost. But that’s not why Jesus told
us the story. Jesus wanted us to know that he’s like the shepherd. Do any

PARABLE of you children remember what shepherds do for their sheep? (Affirm
POINT answers.) Good shepherds take care of their sheep. And God takes

care of us! Turn to a friend and tell your friend one way God takes care of
you. (Pause as children talk together,) Good job! It's time to say goodbye to
our friend, Shelly Sheepshanks. Say “goodbye,” kids!

Place your sheep puppet or stuffed animal where it's not visible to the chil-

dren and continue.

Sing and Celebrate:
&S “Farmer and the Sheep” (track 1)

This fun song is perfect for waking up and looking surprised! As you lead this
= song, feel free to create motions to go along with the words. Lead children in
these actions during the chorus:

* When the shepherd is supposed to be asleep, have children pretend to lay
their heads on their hands, then wake up.

* When the lyrics say the shepherd couldn’t sleep, have children wag their
fingers back and forth.

And as always, let children move to the music. Its easier if children are stand-

ing, so go through the song while theyre on their feet.
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“Farmer and the Sheep”
The farmer is looking for his sheep.

He can’t find him, and he can’t sleep.
He looks high, he looks low,
And he looks to the mountains

And the rivers below.

(Chorus)

Oh, no! He can’t sleep

Until he finds his little, lost sheep.
Oh, no! He can'’t sleep

Until he finds his sheep.

The sheep could be the only one.
Through the briars, through the meadows,
He calls him to come.

He looks up, he looks down.

And he keeps on looking until he is found.
(Repeat chorus.)

He can’t sleep a wink.

No, he can’t eat.

’Cause he missed his little lost sheep.

(Repeat.)

When he comes back to the fold,
The farmer celebrates

With the young and old.

He thanks God, for he’s found.

And he has a big party and invites the town.

(Last chorus)

Oh, yeah, now he can sleep.

But he wants to stay awake

And party with the sheep.

Oh, yeah, now he can sleep.

But he wants to party with the sheep.
(Repeat.)

Celebrating with the sheep,
He wants to party with the sheep.

“God Cares for Animals” Snack

Serve animal crackers and glasses of cool water. Encourage children to look for ani-
mal crackers that might be sheep and to talk about how God takes care of sheep and
other animals. Ask children who have family pets what they do to care for their pets.

Use this casual discussion time to enter into your kids’ lives, finding out

what’s important to them this week. You may not be able to spend a lot of time

talking about sheep and our Good Shepherd, but by being a trusted, listening

adult, you are helping shepherd the young sheep in your class!
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Allergy Alert

Be aware that some children have food allergies that can be danger-

ous. Know your children, and consult with parents about allergies your
kids may have. Also be sure to read food labels carefully as hidden
ingredients can cause allergy problems.

“j Care” Card Craft

Give each child a 4x6 index card. Explain what you're asking children to do
PARABLE before you distribute markers.
POINT Say: God cares for us just like a good shepherd cares for his sheep.
We can care for others, too.

Today let’s think about how we can care for our moms or dads. Usually
our parents take care of us, but today we’re going to take care of them!

Maybe we can show we care by helping set the table, or by picking up
our toys, or by giving our moms or dads a big hug. On your card draw a pic-
ture of yourself doing something that shows you caring for your mom or dad.
We’ll take our cards home and give them to our moms or dads.

Encourage children to talk with you or other adults as they draw. Ask about
what theyre drawing, compliment their cards, and make sure you put a name on

each card so you can send it home with the correct child at the end of class.

Sheep Roundup Game

@ N Give each child a plastic spoon. Place an empty box near the center of the

room. Scatter white cotton balls all around the room.
Ask children to pick up the cotton balls with their spoons and drop the cotton
balls in the box.
Say: You'll have to move fast—we can only herd our sheep back safely to
the “sheep pen” as long as the music is playing. Play “Farmer and the Sheep”
(track 1) as you and the children round up your sheep.
Consider playing the song several times to make sure all the sheep get home to
PARABLE the sheep pen safely. Thank your children for being good shepherds who care for
POINT their sheep—just like God cares for us!
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Together Prayer: Thank You, Lord

Say: We have a good shepherd who cares for us. It's God! Let’s think of ways
God takes care of us, such as making sure we have food. Or he gives us
parents who love us. Or he lets us come to church and be with friends.

Now let’s take turns thanking God for what he does. I might say, “Thank
you, God, for letting me be with my friends here today. I love these kids!”
Let’s close our eyes, fold our hands, and take turns thanking God for

something. Teacher Tip
000000060606 OCGOCGOSSFOS
Be clear about your expectations. Don’t force any child to pray—but do be Gather your children
clear that i’s OK to pray, and that we should thank God for being a good shep- in a circle, and

encourage them to
bow their heads and
fold their hands—
that posture will help
them focus. Form
more than one circle
if you have other
leaders in your room
who can lead prayer
circles too.

herd and caring for us. Help children know when to pray by softly inviting them

O pra name, ta ing turns as you go aroun e circle.
t y by taking t you g d th 1
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